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that of Xerxes, King of Persia, who in 480 B.C., on his way to invade
Greece, flung two bridges of boats across the wide and swiftly flowing
current of the Hellespont (modern Dardanelles) and marched over them
an army which may well have numbered half a million men.
ROME   THE   MASTER   BUILDER
But bridge-building remained in a comparatively rudimentary state
until the rise to power of Rome, when was initiated a period of con-
struction such as has never been excelled for magnificence of conception
and excellence of execution.
The Romans built in stone. Their work was immensely durable,
so that traces of it remain to this day. At Rimini, in Italy, there stands
a bridge built by the Emperors Augustus and Tiberius in the ist century
A.D. At Narni, on the Tiber, fifty miles from Rome, can be seen the
ruin of a lovely single-arch bridge probably nearly 2,000 years old.
The name of die town of Alcantara in western Spain means in
Arabic " The Bridge." Here the River Tagus is spanned by one of the
finest bridges the Romans ever built. Erected about AJ>. 105, its
granite blocks were cut to form a solid mass, and neither cement nor
mortar was used in its construction.
Four bridges in the Eternal City claim to date from the Imperial Age,
but, as with all these ancient structures, it is unlikely that much of the
original material now remains. Water below and traffic above take
a heavy toll of the stone bridge, even when constructed with Roman
solidity. To see certain evidence of the excellence of Roman work it is
necessary to turn to their aqueducts, the finest examples of which are
to be found at Tarragona and Segovia, in Spain, and Nimes, in France.
* A curious fate befell the remains of the wooden Drusus Bridge built
by the Romans at Mainz in Germany. Two thousand years after its
erection a number of oak piles were dug up from the river bed. From
the sound wood at the core of these, four pianos were made in Berlin,
^ to produce a tone which delighted all ears.
The English carried on the Roman tradition of bridge-building, so
that today English-built bridges are to be found all over the world.
The most memorable achievement of medieval England was the famous
old London Bridge, begun in the last years of die i2th century and
% still standing in tie early years of the ipth.   But all over the British
*r Isles are to be seen exquisite examples of the medieval stonemason's
art.
WORLD'S   GREATEST   BRIDGES
. San Francisco, the second sea-port of the United States, possesses
the two greatest bridges in the World: the San Francisco-Oakland
Bridge and the Golden Gate Bridge. The longer of these is the San
Francisco-Oakland. This spans Oakland Bay to link the cities from
which it derives its name. The sections of the bridge that are over
deep water are no less than 4% miles long; the total length is 8^ miles.